into battle
ask for consideration from any Liberals and Socialists who may be
here.
I submit to you that these matters of national defence and foreign
policy ought to be considered upon a plane above Party, and apart
from natural antagonisms which separate a Government and an
Opposition. They affect the life of the nation. They influence the
fortunes of the world. I say to any Liberals and Socialists who
are here to-night that it would not be right for them to allow any
prejudices they may have against the present Government, or
against its head, to prevent them giving a clear, plain vote upon an
issue of national safety and of national duty. It is not within
the power of any one of us to control or manage events. They
may be well managed, or ill managed. It is our duty, so far as
lies in each one of us, to do our best for the main purpose and the
common cause. I hope therefore that I have now cleared the
ground sufficiently to enable me to deal directly with this actual
Conscription Bill.
I myself have not until quite lately pressed actual Conscription
upon His Majesty's Government. Everyone knows that owing to
their neglect to prepare factories in good time for the output of
equipment and munitions, and to their refusal until a few weeks
ago to set up a Ministry of Supply, that there will be a shortage of
these essentials for a good many months to come. I should therefore
have been content with a Compulsory National Register, which
ought to have been instituted at latest after the disaster of Munich,
and with a declaration that National Service would be compulsory
and general at the outbreak of a war.
But what has happened since f The whole scene has changed.
The Government which allowed Czechoslovakia to be broken and
disarmed, was suddenly surprised and horrified that Herr Hitler
should inarch into Prague and actually subjugate the Czech people.
This damnable outrage opened the eyes of the blind., made the deaf
hear, and even in some cases the dumb spoke. The Prime Minister
felt himself to have been deceived and defrauded by Herr Hitler,
just as he had been by Signor Mussolini, in whom he had put his
trust. He and the Government which he leads and controls turned
round over the week-end. They adopted—I trust whole-heartedly—
the very policy which their opponents had long advocated.
Although much has been lost, for which we shall have to pay dearly,
nevertheless I still believe that this new policy contains within it
tKe ,best hopes of peace ; and if peace should unhappily be broken,
the best hopes of victory and survival for the free nations of the
world.
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